FREE PRISON BUS RIDE PROJECT
My name is Leo Jackson, the assistant direct of the Cornerstone Builders, a civic justice initiative of Catholic Charities Archdiocese of New Orleans. With Director Ronnie Moore, we are expanding the scope of  re-entry work, involving families of the incarcerated and advocating for ex-offender rights. Vista volunteers are being utilized to help with programming efforts and to recruit additional volunteers. Families are the core of our efforts. The more we can keep the family intact, the more we can effect positive change. We want to keep lines of communication open between prisoners and their families. Toward that end, Cornerstone Builders, in collaboration with Second Zion Cops and Clergy (a faith based program directed by Jackson), provides free bus trips to prisons each month on a rotating schedule. We visit the following state prisons: the Louisiana State Penitentiary at Angola, Avoyelles Correctional Center, Rayburn Correctional Center, Dixon Correctional Institute and Tallulah Transitional Center for Women. This allows families to visit a particular prison two to three times each year. We wanted two things with regard to the bus trips:  (1) to make sure the bus trips are free to those who cannot afford it, and (2) that the buses are coach-style buses with air conditioning and restrooms.  The rides often last more than two hours one way. We wanted to make the trip as stress free and comfortable as possible for the family members.
Our bus project is supported by the kind donations of the following organizations:

SPONSORING ORGANIZATIONS


# OF BUSES


AMOUNT
Second Zion Baptist Church



4



$4,400

Marrero, Louisiana

Newell Normand




6



$6,600

Jefferson Parish Sheriff

Jefferson Parish Cops and Clergy Coalition

1



$1,000

Sisters of the Holy Family



2



 $2,200

New Orleans, Louisiana

In 2010, we provided free bus transportation to over 800 persons to visit with their incarcerated family members and/or friends. The free bus service extended to four state penal institutions. We wish to expand the scope of the bus service to at least four more penal institutions. To achieve this goal, we will need to acquire additional sponsors. We therefore welcome the help of  the bike ride fundraiser for this cause. And we wish to thank all of our sponsors for their gracious contributions to our family bus project. Without their support, the program would not be able to provide free bus service to families who would not otherwise be able to afford to visit their incarcerated loved ones.

Thank you,

Leo Jackson, Director

Second Zion Cops and Clergy

6520 Second Zion Avenue

Marrero, Louisiana 70072

FREE BUS RIDE TO 

STATE CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES


Second Zion Baptist Church of Marrero, Louisiana will be providing  free bus rides to six state correctional facilities: Louisiana State Penitentiary, Dixon Correctional Institute, Rayburn Correctional Center, Avoyelles Correctional Center, Elaine Hunt Correctional Center and Tallulah Correctional Center. A bus is scheduled to go to Avoyelles Correctional Center in Cottonport, La. on the following date and time: 

Date: October 15, 2011
Time: 8 AM

Location:  Second Zion Baptist Church


        6520 Second Zion Avenue


        Marrero, Louisiana 70072

Those who would like to be added to our passenger list may do so by calling Yolander Carter at (504) 341-0989 between the hour of 10 am and 3 pm..  

Inmate: Please remind your family members to arrive at the departure site at or before 8 AM, to bring their picture ID, to wear appropriate dress attire, and to make sure they have been approved and added to your visitors’ list.

Leo Jackson, Director

(504) 307-9349

2011 FAMILY BUS TRIP SCHEDULE

	Trip Date
	Origin
	Destination
	Sponsors

	01-20-2011
	West Bank
	Avoyelles Correctional Center (ACC)
	Second Zion BC          X

	02-19-2011
	West Bank
	Rayburn Correctional Center
	Jefferson Parish Sheriff    X

	03-19-2011
	West Bank
	Louisiana State Penitentiary
	Second Zion BC        

	04-16-2011
	West Bank
	Dixon Correctional Institute (DCI)
	Jefferson Parish Sheriff

	05-21-2011
	West Bank
	Rayburn Correctional Center (RCC)
	Jefferson Parish Sheriff    X

	06-18-2011
	West Bank
	Louisiana State Penitentiary (LSP)
	Jefferson Cops and Clergy  X

	06-18-2011
	West Bank
	Rayburn Correctional Center (RCC)
	Jefferson Parish Sheriff    X
	
	

	07-16-2011
	West Bank
	Avoyelles Correctional Center (ACC)
	Jefferson Parish Sheriff

	08/13/2011
	West Bank
	Louisiana State Penitentiary (LSA)
	Jefferson Parish Sheriff

	08/20/2011
	West Bank
	Rayburn Correctional Center (RCC)
	Jefferson Parish Sheriff

	09-17-2011
	West Bank
	Dixon Correctional Institute (DCI)
	Second Zion BC

	10-15-2011
	West Bank
	Avoyelles Correctional Center (ACC)
	Jefferson Parish Sheriff

	11-19-2011
	West Bank
	Rayburn Correctional Center (RCC
	Jefferson Parish Sheriff
	
	Hunt/ St. Gabriel

	12-24-2011
	West Bank
	Louisiana State Penitentiary (LSP)
	Orleans Criminal Sheriff
	
	

	12-24-2011
	West Bank
	Tallulah Transitional Center for Women
	Sisters of the Holy Family
	
	


Please REMIND visitors to arrive at the departure site before or at 8 AM, to bring their picture ID, to wear appropriate dress attire, and to make sure they have been approved and included on the incarcerated person’s visitors list. Member churches will be notified in advance of the trip of any changes to this bus schedule. 
